
Genomic test for Curly Calf Syndrome in the 
Ayrshire breed is now available! Genetic Visions-
ST™ has developed a genomic test for the newly 
identified fatal genetic defect in Ayrshire cattle.

Genetic Visions-ST™ offers a stand-alone test 
for Arthrogryposis Multiplex (AM) – Curly Calf. 
Producers interested in learning more about the 
test or arranging tests for their cattle can talk with 
their STgenetics® sales representative or contact 
Genetic Visions-ST™ directly by phone, 608-662-
9170, or email, info@geneticvisions.com
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Winter Board & Committee Meeting Highlights
by Becky Payne & reprinted from The Angle

I always look forward to the winter 
meetings for the ABA Board of Direc-
tors and Committees. It’s a time when 
we hit reset, evaluate what worked 
well and what didn’t for the previous 
year, and get to know new commit-
tee members as they get introduced 
to the inner workings of the Associa-
tion. I know we’re all tired of the “hy-
brid meeting” concept, yet that’s life 
right now; and I think we managed it 
reasonably well. The majority of the 
directors and staff met at the ABA of-
fice, and the rest participated by zoom 
sessions.

The finances were reviewed in great 
detail. The official 2021 year-end fi-
nances are not complete, yet we know 
there will be a positive net result. The 
board also approved a positive bud-
get for 2022. 

Considerable time was spent evaluat-
ing a new policy on Arthrogryposis 
Multiplex (AM) – Curly Calf. Mary 
Creek, chair of the Breed Improve-
ment Committee, worked diligently 
with industry experts on a potential 
policy for the board’s consideration. 
We were joined by Jerry Cassady of 
the American Angus Association in 
a zoom session where he shared the 
steps taken by the Angus Board of Di-
rectors when AM was identified in the 
Angus breed. The ABA’s approved 
policy for AM is included in its entire-
ty with this newsletter. 

We understand there will be a learn-
ing curve as we all become more fa-
miliar with terms of the policy, and 
we will do our best to answer your 
questions as they arise. Implement-
ing the portion of the policy regarding 
“Impacted Pedigrees” will be a work 
in progress as we navigate an update 
to the pedigree system to accommo-
date this portion of the rules. To date, 
AM testing is now available through 
ST Genetics and will soon be available 
through Neogen. The work done by 
the board, committee members and 
staff on this entire project is a great 
example of what your Association 
dollars are doing to protect Ayrshire 
breeders and the integrity of the Ayr-
shire breed. As we’ve stated before, 
careful breeding strategies will make 
this recessive manageable.

Additional meeting highlights include:
•	 Annual adult membership fees 
will increase from $25 to $35 effective 
March 1, 2022
•	 Classification fees for herds not en-
rolled in Rewards will be $150 mini-
mum herd fee and $20 per cow, re-
gardless of membership status
•	 National show status was granted 
to the New York Summer Ayrshire 
Spectacular
•	 National show status was granted 
to the Midwest Ayrshire Summer 
Show
•	 A Summer Jr. 2-Year-Old class will 
be added to all national shows and the 
All-American contest
•	 The Exhibitor’s Herd class at all 

national shows will be replaced with 
Sr. Best 3 Females, which will also be 
added to the All-American contest
•	 Known AMC bulls will be desig-
nated in the Blue Book, and we will 
continue to educate as much as pos-
sible on Curly Calf
•	 Great brainstorming on strategy 
to expand the variety and number of 
bulls available in the AI population 
and marketed by individual breeders
•	 ABA is integrating new technology 
to gain efficiencies 
•	 Watch for increased efforts in social 
media and online promotion



The final deadline for the 
2022 REWARDS PROGRAM 

is approaching! 
Applications must be submitted by March 31, 

2022. REWARDS is the solution for breeders looking 
for convenience and cost-savings to enhance 

the value of their Registered Ayrshires.

Registrations for herds enrolled in the 2021 
program must be received at the ABA by March 1, 2022.

DEADLINES 
M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 2 2  -  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s i g n -
u p  d e a d l i n e  f o r  W I  ( M a y  s c h e d u l e ) 
M a r c h  3 1 ,  2 0 2 2  -  R E WA R D S  P r o g r a m 
f i n a l  s i g n - u p  d e a d l i n e  
A p r i l  1 ,  2 0 2 2  -  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s i g n - u p 
d e a d l i n e  f o r  C A ,  O R ,  WA ,  I D ,  M T,  W Y, 
N V,  U T,  C O ,  A Z ,  N M  ( J u n e  s c h e d u l e ) 
M a y  1 ,  2 0 2 2  -  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s i g n - u p 
d e a d l i n e  f o r  I N ,  M I ,  O H ,  W V  ( J u l y 
s c h e d u l e ) 
J u n e  1 ,  2 0 2 2  -  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s i g n - u p 
d e a d l i n e  f o r  N Y,  M E ,  N H ,  V T,  M A ,  C T, 
R I  ( A u g u s t  s c h e d u l e ) 
J u l y  1 ,  2 0 2 2  -  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s i g n - u p 
d e a d l i n e  f o r  M N ,  N D ,  S D ,  I A ,  N E ,  K S , 
I L  ( S e p t e m b e r  s c h e d u l e ) 
A u g u s t  1 ,  2 0 2 2  -  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  s i g n -
u p  d e a d l i n e  f o r  PA ,  N J ,  D E ,  M D ,  VA 
( O c t o b e r  s c h e d u l e ) 
 
SALES 
M a r c h  1 9 ,  2 0 2 2  –  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  B l u e 
R i b b o n  C a l f  S a l e ,  W e s t  S p r i n g f i e l d , 
M A 
M a r c h  2 6 ,  2 0 2 2  –  S h a d e s  o f  E x c e l -
l e n c e  S a l e ,  E p w o r t h ,  I A 
M a r c h  2 9 ,  2 0 2 2  –  O h i o  A y r s h i r e 
S p r i n g  S a l e ,  C o l u m b u s ,  O H 
A p r i l  8 ,  2 0 2 2  –  K e n t u c k y  N a t i o n a l 
S a l e ,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K Y 
A p r i l  2 3 ,  2 0 2 2  –  P e n n s y l v a n i a  A y r -
s h i r e  S p r i n g  S a l e ,  S h i p p e n s b u r g ,  PA 
A p r i l  2 3 ,  2 0 2 2  –  W i s c o n s i n  A y r s h i r e 
S p r i n g  S a l e ,  T h o r p ,  W I 
 
SHOWS 
M a r c h  3 0 ,  2 0 2 2  –  S p r i n g  D a i r y  E x p o 
A y r s h i r e  S h o w,  C o l u m b u s ,  O H 
M a r c h  3 0 - A p r i l  4 ,  2 0 2 2  –  N e w  Yo r k 
S p r i n g  C a r o u s e l ,  H a m b u r g ,  N Y 
A p r i l  8 ,  2 0 2 2  –  K e n t u c k y  N a t i o n a l 
S h o w,  L o u i s v i l l e ,  K Y  
A p r i l  2 3 ,  2 0 2 2  –  P e n n s y l v a n i a  A y r -
s h i r e  S p r i n g  S h o w,  S h i p p e n s b u r g ,  PA 
M a y  1 4 ,  2 0 2 2  –  N o r t h e a s t  A l l  B r e e d s 
S p r i n g  S h o w,  W e s t  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  M A 
M a y  2 1 - 2 2 ,  2 0 2 2  –  M i d w e s t  Q u a l i t y 
C o l o r s  S h o w,  M o n r o e ,  W I 
 
MEETINGS 
J u n e  2 8  –  J u l y  2 ,  2 0 2 2  N a t i o n a l  A y r -
s h i r e  C o n v e n t i o n  -  H o s t e d  b y  Te n n e s -
s e e  A y r s h i r e  B r e e d e r s  &  U S  A y r s h i r e 
B r e e d e r s  F o u n d a t i o n ,  M u r f r e e s b o r o , 
T N 
2 0 2 3  N a t i o n a l  Ay r s h i r e  C o n v e n t i o n  - 
H o s t e d  b y  M a r y l a n d  A y r s h i r e  B r e e d e r s

Registrations	 Member	 Non-	
		  Member
Females: Under 4 months	 $17.00	 $28.00
Females: 4 to 8 months	 $27.00	 $37.00
Females: 8 to 12 months	 $32.00	 $42.00
Females: 12 to 24 months	 $45.00	 $55.00
Females: 24 months & older	 $60.00	 $70.00
Females: < 75% Purebred Ayrshire	 $10.00	 $10.00
Ancestor Registration	 $10.00	 $10.00
Duplicate/Revised Application	 $10.00	 $10.00
Application Forms	 Free	 Free
	 Online	 Online

Male registration
Males: Under 8 months	 $  55.00	 $  65.00
Males: 8 to 24 months	 $105.00	 $115.00
Males: 24 months & older	 $155.00	 $165.00
* Males must be parentage verified by Genomic or DNA testing 
to be registered

Memberships
Junior, valid until 21 years of age		  $20.00
Senior		  $35.00
Corp. or Partnership		  $35.00

DNA Testing
Females		  $  45.00
Males 		  $200.00

GENOMIC Testing
The ABA has made a partnership with Neogen. For pricing and 
instructions:  www.order.igenity.com or 877-443-6489

Transfers	 Rewards	 Non-	
	 Herds	 Rewards
0-60 days from sale date (domestic)	 $15.00	 $20.00
More than 60 days from sale date (domestic)	 $30.00	 $35.00
From Canada to the United States	 $15.00	 $20.00
To Canada, 0-60 days from sale date	 $20.00	 $20.00
To Canada, > than 60 days from sale date	 $25.00	 $25.00
Family transfers	 $  7.00	 $10.00

Reservations
Farm Name (one-time charge)		  $50.00
Tattoo number/letters (one-time charge)	 $20.00

Pedigrees
Three-generation pedigree		  $  6.00
Three-generation pedigree - online		  $  4.00
Three-generation pedigree - online REWARDS Herds	 $  FREE
Four-generation pedigree		  $  8.00
Four-generation pedigree - online		  $  6.00
Sale catalog pedigree (in catalog format)		  $12.50

Rewards Program
For convenience and cost-savings, REWARDS bundles registra-
tions, pedigrees, classification, genetic summaries, monthly DHI 
production records and herd reports into one all-inclusive package. 
Contact the ABA for more detailed Rewards Program information

$100 annual fee plus $22 per milking age female

Classification Program

REWARDS herds - no additional fees for males or females

Basic Program	 	 	
			 
Per Cow Fee	 $  20.00
Minimum herd fee	 $150.00
* If more than one breed is scored, the minimum herd fee is 50% off.

Males - $150 minimum charge or $20 per bull. If scoring females 
as well, no additional herd fee.
Late fee - $100 may be assigned if the sign-up date has passed 
and schedules have been determined
Cancellation fee - $100 may be assigned if cancellation occurs 
after schedules have been determined
Special classification - $500 plus $20 per cow

Sire Summaries
Blue Book - One year subscription (3 issues)	 $30.00

The Angle
One year, periodical rate		  $35.00
Three years, periodical rate		  $95.00
One year, first class rate		  $50.00
Three years, first class rate		  $130.00
One year, International (U.S. funds)		  $60.00
Breeders’ Directory		  $40.00

Rush Fees
Rush fee for registration/transfer processing	 $35.00
Overnight shipping registrations/transfers		  $35.00
(for standard overnight envelopes, oversized packages, contact 
ABA for more pricing information)

ABA Fee Schedule
Effective March 1, 2022



The phrase “impacted genetics” shall refer 
to any animal that is a descendant of a con-
firmed carrier of the Arthrogryposis Mul-
tiplex (AM) mutation that does not have 
an intervening descendant that is tested 
free of the mutation at a testing center 
approved by the ABA.  Examples of inter-
vening descendant and impacted genetics 
pedigrees are available.

Date the Association officially recognized 
the condition:   September 1, 2021

Date approved commercial testing offered:  
December 1, 2021

Effective date of this policy:  
February 1, 2022

Qualifications and procedures 
for registration

1.	 Status of males and females registered 
prior to the Effective Policy Date (EPD)
	 a.	 All males and females with 
	 impacted genetics in their pedigree 	
	 shall remain registered.  Testing on 	
	 these animals will not be mandatory.  	
	 However, if they are tested their status
 	 is required to be reported to the ABA 	
	 and the status will be recorded on the 	
	 registration certificate and pedigree.  	
	 AMC denotes a carrier of the mutation.
	 AMF denotes an animal free of the 
	 mutation.  Testing is strongly 
	 encouraged on all of these animals.

	 b.	 Pedigrees on impacted untested 	
	 animals could be designated PAM 
	 (potential AM Carrier) for information 	
	 purposes this could also include 
	 animals in the genetic recovery 
	 program with one or more unknown 	
	 parents where the unknown parent 	
	 happens after 2003).

	 c.	 International genetics that are 	
	 known AM carriers or are untested will 	
	 be designated with the suffix AMC or 	
	 PAM when they are recognized by the 	
	 Ayrshire Breeders Association 
	 Herdbook.  Their resulting offspring will
	 require testing for registry.

2.	 Registration Status after the Effective 
Policy Date:
	 a.	 Males.   All males submitted for 	
	 registration that have impacted 
	 genetics that do not have an 
	 intervening ancestor tested free of the 	
	 mutation must be tested.  If the animal
	 is determined to be free of the 
	 mutation, AMF, then registration 
	 proceeds normally.  If the test results 	
	 show the applicant is a carrier, AMC, of
	 the mutation, registration is denied.  

	 b.	 Females.  All females submitted 	
	 for registration that have impacted 
	 genetics that do not have an 
	 intervening ancestor tested free of the 	
	 mutation must be tested.  The results 	



	 of the test have to be reported to the 	
	 ABA and the status will be permanently
	 attached to the registration certificate 	
	 and pedigree.  The animal will be 
	 eligible for registration.

	 c.	 Generational unknown parent:  	
	 Any female offered for registry that has
	 an unknown ancestor in its pedigree 	
	 since 2003 is required to be tested.  	
	 The test results must be reported to 	
	 the ABA and the registry certificate and
	 pedigree will be noted with the test 
	 results.  This animal will be eligible 
	 for registration.

Ayrshire Breeders Association 
Sponsored Sales

This policy pertains to ABA sponsored sale 
events only and do not rule privately man-
aged events.  However, ABA strongly en-
courages all sale events to follow this policy.
	 1.	  Embryos.   Embryo consignments 	
	 will not be accepted that have known 	
	 AM or PAM carriers in their pedigree 	
	 unless there is an intervening AMF 	
	 tested individual in the ancestor line.  

	 2.	 Males.  Only AMF free males will 	
	 be eligible.

	 3.	 Females.   Impacted females must 	
	 be tested for eligibility unless there is 
	 an intervening AMF individual in the 	
	 ancestor line.  Regardless of AM status 	
	 the animal is eligible for participation 	
	 in the sale.  These results will be openly
 	 included on registration certificates 	
	 and pedigrees and will be included in 	
	 promotional materials.  

Homozygous males or females that survive 
are not eligible for registry.

Clones from AMC individuals or impacted 
genetics without intervening ancestors not 
already born and registered will not be eli-
gible for registry.

ABA will make available a list of all tested 
AMC carriers.

Distributed by Semex
Peterslund

Hauptre Kansas
Kamouraska Rockstar

Kamouraska Decaf
Kamouraska Volvo

Selwood Viserdale Sunspot
Des Coteaux Miquelon

DeLa Plaine Blink
La Sapihiere Chelyote
Ruisseau Clair Tuxedo
Des Fleurs Paraguay

Margot Player

Distributed by Blondin Sires
Marilie Autograph

Distributed by 
Sexing Technologies
Des Fleurs Saguenay

Bold Durango Calder-P

Distributed by Select Sires
Ruiseau Clair Aslan Americo

Good-Vue Chaos

KNOWN CURLY CALF 
CARRIER SIRES SOLD IN THE US

(This is the currently known carrier list and may not be complete.)


	Feb 2022 Curly calf member newsletter
	AM (Curly Calf) Policy

